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Christ: See Messiah
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Christians: covenant interpretation by, 171; cult of,
68—73; depravities/promiscuity of, 90, 258n90; early
persecution of, 39—40; investigations by Pliny the
younger, 71-73; Jewish curse against, 75;
propaganda of, 26-28; spells and exorcisms used by,
87

chronological inconsistencies, 3940, 149-51

classification of miracles: ascension to heaven,
172-74; cures/healings and resurrection, 163—64;
disciples' powers, 156—60; eucharist, 169—71;
exorcisms (spirit control), 151-54; invisibility and
transfiguration, 167—69; mind reading, 160-61;
nature miracles, 164—67; prophecy, 161-63; spells
(spirit control), 154-56; union with Jesus, 171-72

Claudius, 68

Constantine, 1-3, 104-5

contradictions, 1-3, 24, 32-33, 52-53

conversion (to Judaism), 93

counter-gospel, 91

covenant of blood, 171

credibility: of cures, exorcisms, miracles, 211; of high
priests, 58; of Josephus, 62; of Justin Martyr, 76; of
Lucian, 78-79; of magical material, 84—87; of
magicians, 115; of miracles, 197-98; of Palestinian
traditions hostile to Jesus, 84; of polemic, 38; of
Rabbi Eliezer, 64—65; of resurrections, 163

crucifixion, 23, 30-31, 35, 57, 82-83, 84-86

cult, 68-73, 77, 159

cultural influences, 93-95

cures, 12-13, 148-49, 163, 178, 181, 211; See also
healings; miracles

curses, 75, 8687

deceiver: See goes/goetes (magician)

defixions, 152, 181

deification, 14044, 158, 188—-89

demons: accusations of, 30, 4347, 112-15, 198-99,
210; angels vs., 145; of Apollonius, 122; casting out
of, 15; of a dead man, 134; as diseases, 148, 175-76;
divinity vs., 26; exorcism of, 151, 177-78, 180-81;
food as vehicle for, 153—54; magicians' use of,
124-25; names of, 177; in Palestine, 5-6, 94;
possession/conjuring of, 86—87; Solomon's control
over, 109-10; See also spirits; supernatural beings

Demotic Magical Papyrus, 173
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devil, 112-13, 145; See also demons; Satan

Diadem of Moses, The, 170

Dialogue with Trypho (Justin Martyr), 73—76

dichotomy of good and evil, 99

Dio Cassius, 6

Dionysus, 166, 170

disciples, 80—81, 156-60

dividers (spells), 154

divinity: as anti-magical, 131-32; attributes of,
165-66; demonic vs., 26; Jesus vs. Apollonius,
122-27; magician vs., 102-3, 129

donkey, 85-86, 256-57n85

dualism (good vs. evil), 112—13

earthly kingdom (of this world), 146; See also
kingdom of heaven/God

Egypt, 65, 85, 93, 209

Eitrem S., 145

Eliade, M., 106, 144

Eliezer (rabbi), 62, 64, 249—50nn62—-63

endogamy, 97-98

escape magic, 167

eschatology, 99, 154, 162—63, 288n180

eucharist, 90, 167, 16971, 2034, 211; See also
cannibalism; food

Eusebius, 123-24

evidence: believers vs. nonbelievers, 1;
contradictory/suspect, 24; gospels as, 7; against Jesus'
miracles, 19-20; Jewish rejection of Jesus, 62—68;
lack of, 84, 149-51; limits of, 4; of miracles found in
gospels, 14-18; of opposition groups, 33; outsiders'
material as, 196-97; polemic material as, 39—40; of
ritual magic, 132-38, 140—44; scribes' charges as,
42-46; suppression of, 89

exorcisms: casting demons out, 180—81; credibility of,
211; of demons, 177-78; fame of, 151; fever vs.,
148; Lucian's parody of, 78-79; names used in,
48-49, 87; See also demons; miracles; possession;
spirits

faith, 5, 20, 22, 288nn180-181; See also beliefs

familial relationships, 33-38, 63—64, 154, 240n34

fasting, 146, 273nn145-146

fever, 148, 275n148

finger of God, 177

followers, attraction of, 14748, 159

food, 153-54, 164-65, 169—70; See also cannibalism;
eucharist

forgiving sins, 159—60, 2791159

Gamaliel (Pharisee), 27-28
Gelasius (Pope), 3
gems (magic), 84—85

genealogy, 36

ghosts, 134; See also demons; spirits

God, 5-6, 111-13, 271n142; See also Yahweh

god claims, 201-2

goes/goetes (magicians): Apollonius, 120-22, 124,
125; as criminals, 112; definition of, 28, 95-96; as
knower of spirit world, 173; magi vs., 97, 102; See
also magicians

goeteia (function of the goetes), 95-96

Golden Ass, The (Apuleius), 185

gospels: anachronism of, 3940, 149-51, 204; family
polemic response, 38; historicity of, 7-8; magic in,
127-28, 130; magical rites compared with, 138,
141-44; opponents of, 209—12; outsiders' views of,
29-33, 88—89; overview of, 4; rise of, 206—8; sources
of, 195-96

graffito, 85-86

Greco-Roman cultural influence, 93-94

hallucinations, 232n5

hatred of human race, 69-70

healings, 16, 66, 163; See also cures; miracles

healthcare (in ancient Palestine), 12—13

heretics, 1-2, 63, 66

Herod Agrippa I, 39

Herod Agrippa (should be Antipas), 18

Herod Antipas, 6, 39, 241-42n39

Herodians, 39-40

Herodotus on magi, 97

Herods, 39-40

Hierocles, Sossianus, 122, 123

high priests: credible account of, 58; inconsistencies
of, 56-57; motive of, 55-56; overview of, 49-50;
questioning prophet claims, 51; role in trial, 52-55;
See also Pharisees; scribes

historicity: of cures, 149; of embarrassing information,
22; of the gospels, 7—-8; of hometown miracles,
20-22; of magicians' narratives, 150-51; of miracle
claims, 19; of the passion story, 23

history vs. faith, 5

history vs. miracles, 11

holy man: See Messiah

holy spirit, 45, 135-38; See also demons; spirits;
supernatural beings

hostile material, 42-43, 50, 196

hysterics/hysteria, 12

"l am" sayings, 174-75

Iamblichus (magician), 184

identity crises (in antiquity), 24-26
incest, 90, 97

ingroup/outgroup mentality, 186, 188
interpolation, 179
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invisibility magic (escape), 167

loa (donkey god), 85-86, 256—57n85
Isaiah, 36-37

Israelite cultural influence, 93

James (Jesus' brother), 40, 205

James, M., 3

Jerusalem Talmud, 67

Jesus: Apollonius compared, 117, 118-19, 122-25,
264n117; baptism of, 13233, 209-10; betrayal of,
152-53; career overview of, 190-92; chronological
inconsistencies, 149-51; conclusions of the real,
208-12; as cult leader, 77; cultural background of,
93-95; of faith vs. history, 5, 7; familial relationships
of, 33-38, 63-64, 154, 240n34; history/background
of, 4-5, 11, 88; hostility to outsiders, 188; as John the
Baptist, 46—47; name as power, 84, 86—87, 158; and
'obot (spirits), 108; outsiders' views of, 2933,
58-60, 91-92; prophets compared, 206, 221-30;
refusal to answer questions (bucking authority), 51;
social types compared, 26-28; Solomon relation,
109-10; titles compared, 53-54; See also teachings

Jesus as Seen by His Contemporaries (Trocmé), 8

Jesus ben Pantera (and its variants), 63—64, 66

Jesus the Messiah: See Messiah

Jewish authorities: See high priests; Pharisees; scribes

Jews: account of Jesus, 73-76, 81-84; anti-gospel, 73,
91; covenant interpretation, 171; cultural influence
of, 93; in Egypt, 85; law of, 106—10; magic of, 94;
post Jesus' death, 40; rejection of Jesus, 21, 5354,
62-68, 255n81; See also Judaism

John (book of), 18, 54-55

John the Baptist, 16, 18, 4647, 134, 159, 190

Josephus, 6, 61

Joshua ben Perahya, 67

Judaism, 93-95, 205; See also Jews

Judean prophecy, 232n6

Justin Martyr, 73-76

King of Israel, 18

King of the Jews, 23, 26

kingdom of heaven/God, 158, 186—88, 278n158
Kraeling, C., 47

Lactantius, 123

law, 31-32, 103-5, 106-10, 199-200, 205
lead curse tablet, 8687

Life of Peregrinus (Lucian), 77

Lord's prayer, 183-84

Lucan (Roman poet), 71

Lucian, 76-79, 100-102, 120-21

Luke, 1718, 41

mageia: See magic

magi, 96-102, 115, 131-32

magic: Apollonius charges compared, 125-28; Celsus'
accusations of, 79-83; censorship in gospels, 202;
common use of, 94-95; deification by, 158; divinity
vs., 131-32; doer of evil as, 56; in gospels, 129-31;
hallucinations produced by, 75—76; materials of,
84-87; miracles as, 90-91; Mosaic Law vs., 76; in
Roman law, 103-5; sending good spirits, 155-56; of
Solomon, 109-10; tattoos for, 64—65; teaching of,
157; types of, 164—69; See also cures; exorcisms;
healings; miracles

magical papyri: compared with religious texts, 95;
deification in, 140—44; demon control in, 122; Jesus'
name in, 86—87; prayer in, 181-82; spirit control in,
152; Yahweh in, 94

"Magical Papyrus of Paris," 134

magicians: accusations of, 30, 43—47, 74-76, 79-83,
84; Apollonius as, 119-25; artists' representation of
Jesus as, 87; definition of (goes/goetes), 28, 95-96;
deification of, 140—44; divinity vs., 102-3, 126-27,
129; hatred of human race, 69—70; as knower of spirit
world, 173; magi vs., 97, 102; multicultural context
of, 93-95; names, importance of, 48—49; narratives
compared, 150-51; outsiders' overview of, 90-91;
parallels with, 190-93, 209-12; as prophets, 108-9;
pupil of, 67; qualities of, 111-12; in Roman law,
103-5; shamans as, 144; spirit control by, 132-33,
152-54

magos (plural, magoi): See magi

magus: See magi

Mandaeans, 84

Mark, 14-15, 20, 39-40, 41, 4647, 195-96

Mary Magdala, 17-18

Matthew, 1617, 41

Messiah: absurdity of, 81; Christ of faith vs. Jesus of
history, 4—7; claims by Josephus, 62; cult of, 68;
definition of, 6; miracles as proof of, 16; outsiders'
views waning importance of, 89; power of, 22-23;
Son of God compared, 248n54, 248-49n54; See also
magic; magicians; miracles; Son of God

mind reading, 160-61

miracles: authority of, 189-90; career-making, 147;
credibility of, 197-98; exaggeration of, 130; fame
and fear caused by, 30-31; gospels compared, 14-19;
history vs., 11-12; inability to perform, 20-22; as
magic, 90, 96, 111-12, 114-15; magic vs., 211; name
usage in, 48—49; overview of, 151; supernatural
authority of, 22-23; See also classification of
miracles; magic; spells; teachings

money, 184-86

Mosaic Law, 76

mother, relationship with, 34-35

multicultural influences, 93-95
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myth defined, 138
mythological worldview, 5-7, 26

names: demons,' 177; miracles/exorcisms use of,
48-49; power using Jesus,' 66, 84, 8687, 158; in
prayers, 183—84

nature miracles, 164—66

Nazareth, 37, 241n37

Nero, 69, 71, 98, 131

New Testament scholarship, 4-5, 8-9, 24

New York Times, 13

'obot (spirits of the dead), 107-8; See also spirits

On the Mysteries of the Egyptians (Iamblichus), 184

orange jasper (magical gem), 85

Origen, 46, 79-83, 100, 114, 121-22

outgroup/ingroup mentality, 186, 188

outsiders: Apollonius, 120-25; evidential material of,
196-97; in gospels, 29-33, 58-60; overview of,
88-89, 91-92; pagan views, 7778

pagans, 2, 7683, 86—87, 93-95

Palestine, 67, 12—13, 78-79, 93-94

Pantera (and its variants), 63—64, 66, 83

parentage of Jesus, 63—64, 83, 209

passover vs. eucharist, 203—4

Paul, 21, 40, 48, 195, 205

Paulus (jurist), 1035

Peregrinus, 77

Persian influence, 93-94, 99

Pharisaic Judaism, 205-6

Pharisees, 39-40, 68; See also high priests; scribes

Philo of Byblos, 100

Philostratus, 118-21

Phoenician influence, 93

Pilate, 23, 55, 57-58, 247n52

Plato on goetes, 95-96

Pliny the elder, 98, 253n71

Pliny the younger, 71-73

Plutarch on magus, 98-99

poison, protection from, 148

polemic, 38-41

political conflict, 55

political motivation, 57-58

political subversion, 70

Porphyry, 2, 3, 90, 122

possession, 144-45, 176-78; See also exorcisms;
shamanism; spirits

poverty/poor, 184-86

power: of disciples, 156—60; of Jesus, 176-77,
285n176; names as, 66, 84, 86—87, 158; rites to
acquire, 135-37; source/origin of, 4648, 51-52,
139; of suggestion, 133, 148; supernatural access to,

94; temptation of, 145; See also magic; miracles

practical theism, 175-76

prayer, 181-84

prediction: See prophecy

propaganda (Christian), 26-28, 207

prophecy: Apollonius compared, 123-24, 161-62; of
betrayal, 152-53; of divinity, 127, 131;
eschatological, 162—63; fulfillment of, 3637, 65,
242n39; of Judea, 232n6; in Palestine, 6—7

prophets, 51, 108-9, 206, 221-30

psychological disorders, 12

psychological fever, 148

psychological plausibility, 19-20

Q (biblical source material), 15-16, 41, 195

rabbinic literature, 62—68
resurrection, 58, 74, 163—-64
revolutionist, 28
rich/wealthy, 184—86

rite of holy spirit, 135-38
ritual, 132-38, 140-44
Roman Empire, 1-2, 23
Roman law, 103-5

Roman perspective, 68—73
royal claim, 57

Sadducees, 243n41

Samain, J., 46

Samaritans, 84

sanhedrin, 23, 27

Satan, 87, 112-13; See also demons; devil

sayings (attributed to Jesus): magical parallels,
181-84; notorious problems, 184-90; relevant to
magic, 18081

scandal, 16, 20

scapegoats, 69

scholarship, 4-5, 8-9, 24

scribes, 41-43, 68, 197; See also high priests;
Pharisees

Semites: See Jews

Semitic law, 106-10

Semitic paganism, 93, 140

Severan dynasty, 121

shamanism, 1067, 144; See also possession

SHR (Sefer ha-Razim, "The Book of Secrets"), 94, 173

signs: See miracles

Simon Magus, 84, 112, 134

Sinai, Mount, 168

snakes, protection from, 148

social types (in antiquity), 24-26

Solomon (son of David), 109—-10

Son, the, 142, 151, 210-11; See also Son of God
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Son of God, 18, 53-56, 111-12, 138-40, 146; Messiah
compared, 248n54, 248—-49n54; See also Messiah,;
Son, the

Son of God cult, 68

sonship, 13840

spells, 86—87, 154; See also magic; miracles

spirits: control over, 1068, 13233, 151-54; disciples'
power over, 156—60; sending good, 155-56;
shamanic possession by, 144-45; types of, 134-35;
See also birds; demons; holy spirit; possession;
supernatural beings

spittle (as remedy), 178

Suetonius, 6, 69

supernatural beings, 5-6, 49, 94-95, 175-76; See also
demons; holy spirit; spirits

supernatural claims, 200-201

tablet (lead curse), 86—87

Tacitus, 6, 69—70

talismans, 122

talitha koum, 130

Tatian, 2

tattoos, 64—65, 250n64

teachings: admiration from, 31-32; deification
through, 188-89; of disciples/followers, 186—88; of
eucharist/union, 211-12; of exorcism/healing,
180-81; of magic, 157; miracles vs., 114, 198; of
money, 184-86; origin of, 179-80; of prayer,
181-84; summary of, 189-90; See also miracles

temptation legend, 145-46

Tertullian, 83

Theodoret (Bishop of Cyrrhus), 2

theological bias, 4

theoretical monotheism, 175-76

Tiberius Julius Abdes Pantera: See Pantera (and its
variants)

Tiridates, 98, 131

townspeople, 33, 35, 38

Trajan (emperor), 71

transfiguration, 167—69

trial of Jesus, 52-55

Trocmé, E., 8

union with Jesus, 171-72
virgin birth, 35-37

walking on water magic, 167
water into wine magic, 166
wealthy/rich, 184-86
weather magic, 165
wilderness, 14445
withering magic, 166

works about Jesus, 1-3
Wiinsch, R., 86

Yahweh, 5-6, 51, 85, 94, 140; See also God

Zoroastrianism, 99, 100



